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Streamtalk
Staff from Delegat’s Winery are just one of the many groups from local businesses volunteering their time on Project Twin Streams.

Snapshot of a Season
Project Twin Streams’ ability to engage with
local residents has been a key strength and
2011 is no exception. As the planting season
draws to a close the plant tally is nudging
71,385. But looking beyond the numbers
we can see the community contribution
from businesses, school and community
groups which have been nurtured by the
community coordinators.
Ideas from some of our youngest community
members provided the impetus for a new
project dubbed ‘Treasure Island’. Sara Lovitz,
community coordinator Henderson Creek, has
been working with Flanshaw Road Primary
School on this garden which will soon be
open to the public. It will feature natives from
New Zealand’s Three Kings, Poor Knights and
Chatham Islands including one of the world’s
rarest plants, the Pennantia baylisiana.
Members of the Agape Trust, a support group
for those with intellectual disabilities, are
also keen to spread their take on Project Twin
Streams’ environmental message. The group
is working on an artwork for the upcoming
InterACT disabilities festival using recycled
materials to create a sculpture made
from hundreds of birdfeeders. Once the
exhibition is over, the birdfeeders will
be distributed out into the community.
“The sculpture really communicates the
importance of providing a habitat for our
native bird life” says Richard Heteraka,
community coordinator Ranui-Massey.
Even those providing the physical work view
it as an opportunity to tap into something
bigger. Delegat’s Winery volunteered eight

staff for planting work over four very full on,
but rewarding days. “They are a great example
of a business who are putting their hand
up and saying: ‘We want to do something
for the local community,’” says Pamela Gill,
community coordinator Glen Eden.
The new Friends of the Opanuku working bee
is proving equally positive for Derek March,
community coordinator Opanuku. Now in
its second month, the neighbourhood event
has already thrown up a few surprises. “One
of the volunteers found some glass marmite
jars which date from around 1910. This could
indicate the land was used for dumping
household waste. When we stand and look at
the restored site now, it’s amazing how the
value we’ve placed on this area has changed
over time,” says Derek.
Angelique Richards, community coordinator
Oratia, has particularly relished the opportunity to work with IHC, a service provider for people with intellectual disabilities,
on their adopted area. “They’ve given me
the opportunity to view the streamside
environment in a fresh way because
they’re so keen to learn. It’s a reminder
of what I love about the role,” she says.
Local iwi are also shaping the delivery of the
project. The Glen Eden team for example
has been building on their commitment to
Te Tiriti o Waitangi. “At planting events we
acknowledge Te Kawerau a Maki the local iwi
of this rohe (area) and use some te reo to
support the taonga (treasure) of te reo Maori.
We view these as small steps on a journey
of honouring the history and people of the
land,” says Pamela.
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Art Award Entries Open
Artists from all over New Zealand are invited
to create a work that is inspired by the themes
and ideas of Project Twin Streams. Entries to
the upcoming 25th Annual Waitakere Trust
Art Awards are now open.
Project Twin Streams is sponsoring a
category at the art awards – a highlight in
the annual arts calendar. It is hoped that the
theme ‘Flowing Forward - Streams of the
Future’ will provide an inspirational starting
point for those entering.
Arts Coordinator Mandy Patmore has secured
prizes totalling $3,200 which will be divided
across three categories; sculpture, painting
and a people’s choice award.
Artists have until 26 October to submit
their entry form with completed work to
be submitted by 12 November. The judging
panel will be made up of a Project Twin
Streams representative and a member of the
arts community to ensure a balance between
the artistic integrity of the awards and the
values of the project.
Winners will be announced at the awards’
official opening ceremony on 17 November,
which will be held at SHED 2, Corban Estate
Arts Centre in Henderson.
“Exploring the special relationship between
New Zealand artists and the environment
has produced some of the country’s most
iconic artworks, so we hope that the work
that’s been undertaken by Project Twin
Streams will continue this great tradition,”
says Mandy Patmore.
For information on past winners, this year’s
competition and to download an entry form go
to www.projecttwinstreams.com/artawards.

It’s the end of an era as Annie says farewell.

Work on the Kei Tua Mai mural enters the final stages.

Project Twin Streams’ legacy is captured in a suite of new documents.

Arrivals and Departures

Coming Full Circle

Legacy Captured

Community Coordinator Opanuku Annie
Cochrane is shifting gears and stepping down
from the field coordinator component of
her role.

After 18 months in the making, the Project
Twin Streams WestCity mural - which will be
west Auckland’s largest community artwork
– is reaching the final stages of completion
and now has a name.

The detail behind the Project Twin Streams
story, its successes and achievements, have
been captured in a series of publications,
the Creative Log, Walk and Cycleways and
Restoring the Streambanks which are now
available for download on the Project Twin
Streams website.

Annie was employed in February 2006 as the
first Community Coordinator on the Opanuku
stream and during this time she has seen
significant changes on the stream bank.
“When I started the stream was in a terrible
state. It was full of junk, it was weed infested
and it was difficult to access. Now, as a
resident I can walk down the cycleway path,
talk with groups volunteering, I feel very
proud that the Opanuku Stream has been
brought back to life,” she says.
Annie will continue with Project Twin Streams
on a part-time basis, focusing on planning
local workshops and managing relationships
with local iwi groups.
Filling Annie’s shoes is Rata Gordon, a familiar
face to many through her work delivering the
Wai Care programme across west Auckland.
Her work as an
Auckland Council Sustainable
Neighbourhoods
Facilitator, will
also undoubtedly
serve her well.
Rata is looking
forward to building on the existing links she
already has with
Project Twin Streams welcomes Rata.
schools in the
Opanuku catchment. “I enjoyed working
with school students to educate them on
the unique nature of west Auckland’s stream
ecology at Wai Care. Building a picture of
stream ecology in a way young people understand is something I am keen to use in
my new role as community coordinator,”
she says.

Kei tua mai was christened by Te Kawerau a
Maki kaumatua, Eru Thompson, who will also
officially bless the mural at a public ceremony
to be held at 8.30 am on Saturday 1 October.
Loosely translated the proverb means to
come full circle and reflects on the theme
of restoration. It is a fitting concept that
remains true to all that Project Twins Streams
has achieved in nearly a decade’s worth of
work in the west Auckland community.
The 27 metre artwork has involved over 1,000
residents and has been a mammoth effort for
all those involved. “The mural is made of up
nine concrete panels which are up to three
metres high so they weigh a tonne!” says
Project Twin Streams Arts Coordinator, Janet
Holt. The collaborative nature of the project
is continuing to the very end with members
from the Waitakere Gardens Retirement
Village helping to put the finishing touches
on the mosaic work.
The team has completed one panel a week for
the past two months to ensure contractors
have enough time to install the mural which
will find its home on Westfield’s WestCity
shopping centre overlooking the Oratia
Stream. Westfield WestCity has contributed
$5,000 towards the $11,000 installation
of the mural, which will take up to 10 days
to complete.
“Not only is this mural an incredible feat in
terms of its scale, but it is a fantastic example of community and local businesses
working together to transform the environment,” says Janet. It is hoped that the mural
will provide a tribute to the restoration work
that has been undertaken in this area over
the years and become a source of pride for
the Henderson community.
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The 123 page Creative Log captures the
extensive art works produced to date across
the project and outlines the way in which
creative engagement is used to communicate
Project Twin Streams’ core environmental
messages to the community.
The Walk and Cycleways legacy document
charts how the award-winning walk and
cycleway project was implemented. It also
highlights some of the successful artistic
and innovative design aspects that were
employed on the project.
Restoring the Streambanks steps through
the methodology of the planting restoration
work from initial conception through to the
present day. The document also outlines
the steps employed to achieve the Council/
community partnership model employed on
Project Twin Streams.
These project snapshots break down
the mechanics of this major project and
provide some great insights into the inner
workings from the early planning stages. It
could potentially act as template for other
groups seeking to embark on environmental
restoration projects of their own.
The documents can be downloaded from
www.projecttwinstreams.com/multimedia
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