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3This fabric eel, created by a number of community organisations involved in Project Twin Streams, was used in a number of Christmas parades in Waitakere.
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Creative engagement is the tool that Project Twin Streams uses to raise awareness of 
the causes of stream pollution and the solutions towards healthy streams. Our Arts 
Coordinators work with schools, community groups and local residents using activities 
such as drawing, painting, drama, singing and sculpture to allow people to absorb 
information in a fun and interesting way.

There are two strands to our creative engagement:

• Environmental arts activities at Project Twin Streams events such as community 
planting days and festivals. Examples include the painting of clay fish, paper making 
from weeds, weaving, badge and clay model-making.

• Long term projects, both large and small, that span months and at times, years, 
draw together various groups, schools and sections of the community. These are 
the cornerstone of our creative engagement.

What is creative engagement?



5Te Herenga Tangata Sculpture at Urlich reserve.
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The Project Twin Streams’ creative engagement strand was not part of the initial grant 
from Infrastructure Auckland which funded the riparian restoration, property purchases 
and the walk and cycleway components of the project. A separate Sustainable Cities 
funding strand in 2005 allowed the project to employ an Arts Coordinator part-time 
for six months. That engagement was a resounding success and the creative engagement 
was funded by the former Waitakere City Council, now part of Auckland Council, when 
the Sustainable Cities pilot was complete.

The Arts Coordinators work across the project, liaising with each of the Community 
Coordinators and then, in turn, with schools, alternative education providers, community 
groups, arts organisations and businesses – who may or may not have already participated 
in Project Twin Streams planting events – to develop creative engagement projects which 
raise awareness of the causes of and solutions to stream pollution.

There is now (as of August 2011) one part-time Arts Coordinator and two contract 
part-time Coordinators. Each year, these Coordinators work on a diverse range of 
projects engaging with a range of schools and other residents. 

This Creative Log captures the strategy behind our creative engagement strand and 
outlines the different ways in which we engage with residents. It also showcases a 
range of the projects we have created since 2005.

We hope you enjoy the journey. More examples of Project Twin Streams creative projects 
can be found on projecttwinstreams.com/about/auniqueapproach/creativeengagement

How does Project Twin Streams use creative engagement?
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How does Project Twin Streams use creative engagement?

A Flanshaw Road primary school student proudly holds up her artwork for the Our Place book published by the school in 2006.
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“Tangible actions such as planting days, arts projects, 
celebrations and events provide the best means of engaging 
local people in the project” – Evaluations Rachael Trotman.

1. Active participation

The following key principals underpin all creative engagement across the project.

2. Belonging, Empowerment and 
Connections

“This project has created opportunities for the boys to 
experience empowerment.”

“Initiatives such as the Birdwood school rap song provide  
an enriching experience that’s not only deeply rewarding  
for participants, but illustrates real-life applications for their 
creative skills.”

3. Attitude change

How does art equal clean water?
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4. Behaviour change 5. Reinforcement

Opportunities for involvement as teachers become learners.

Longer term projects allow participants to absorb information and 
learn how they can participate in change and make a difference.

6. Healthier communities and 
cleaner streams

“Creativity and the arts act as a glue holding the project together 
at the community level” Evaluations Rachel Trotman.

“The Songquest really shifted participants perspectives on the 
environmental issues effecting our streams. These previously 
disengaged youth were shocked to discover the state of 
some of our waterways while researching their songs and as 
a result, we now have youth in our community championing 
our cause as a direct result of the contest.”
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How do we engage?
The creative engagement strand of Project Twin Streams works with:

1. New Groups 2. Existing Groups

Creative engagement brings residents and groups that 
have no previous connection or experience with Project 
Twin Streams into the project.

These groups learn about the project and what it is 
looking to achieve in a fun and creative way. They learn 
how their actions and behaviours make a difference – 
learnings which we then hope residents will translate 
into other areas of their lives.

Existing groups are those who have previously 
participated in Project Twin Streams. This may have 
involved planting at a community planting day, ongoing 
work on an adopted area, volunteering or through some 
other links such as ongoing involvement in the project 
by a school or education provider.

Oratia youth group, the Young Believers, wrote and recorded a 
rap song as a call to action for stream health.

Cranwell Park Early Childhood Centre made ceramic eels and 
mosaics that were installed on a fallen log in their adopted area.

3. Art activities and Events

A key way to deliver the creative engagement strategy 
of the project is to offer art activities with an 
environmental and educational focus at community and 
public events. 

The stream fairy keeps children entertained at community 
planting days in her specially created costume.
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4. Collaborations and Partnerships 5. Umbrella Projects

The creative engagement strand of the project undertakes 
and builds collaborations and partnerships both between 
and with; arts organisations, schools, community groups, 
high-profile events, artists and performers. 

This facilitates awareness raising and knowledge transfer 
across the project whilst offering learning opportunities 
in a fun and creative way.

Some of the collaborations and partnerships nurtured 
by Project Twin Streams include working with Corban 
Estate Arts Centre, Auckland Festival of Photography, 
Trash to Fashion, Waitakere Trust Art Awards and 
Henderson Historical Society.

Many local schools have been brought together by 
jointly working on creative projects such as art murals.

Project Twin Streams’ umbrella projects are the 
cornerstone of the creative arts engagement strategy.

These projects – large and small – which span months 
and sometimes years draw together various groups, 
schools and sections of the community to create lasting 
artifacts which record the project’s achievements and 
commitment to environmental sustainability. 

Pacific Mamas, Mother of Divine Mercy, Beautiful Daughters, 
Liston and Henderson High Schools collaborated on this project.

Rachel Bebbington Sheary won first Prize in the painting category  
at the PTS Art Awards 2008 with ‘Rivercarers’.

Environmental art workshops in partnership with Corban Estate 
Arts Centre.
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2005
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Mokomoko the Gecko
Mokomoko the Gecko was created by Ranui After School 
Care. The children were asked to draw a creature which 
was significant to them and the stream. From these 
drawings, a shape was selected and enlarged.

The gecko was originally planned as a piece of landscape 
art to go by the Project Twin Steams cycleway. However, 
other groups such as the Ranui Baptist Church and the 
Ranui Action Project came on board and became so 
enthusiastic about the project, it was decided to keep it 
near the centre where the children who worked so hard 
to create it, could enjoy it.

A member of Ranui Baptist Church works on the gecko.



15Ranui After School Care children provided the inspiration for the gecko.



16 A Project Twin Streams art display was held in the Ranui Library with Mokomoko the gecko holding centre-stage.



17Official ceremony for Mokomoko with groups involved such as Ranui Baptist Church, Ranui Action Project and Ranui After School Care programme.



18 A group of children from Westwave After School Care designed and made these flags after visiting the stream. These colourful flags are used as markers for community planting days.
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The Henderson Creek, Weekend Celebration exhibition was opened by Ewen Gilmore and featured artworks from Edmonton and Flanshaw Road primary schools,  

Conductive Education and Waitakere Arts Painting Groups.



21Flanshaw Road primary school create their fabric wall-hangings



22 Waitakere Arts Group, Alfresco painting.



23Artists, young and old, gathered to paint the Henderson Creek



24 Children from the Maori Unit at Birdwood primary school record their rap song.



25These t-shirts were designed by a Ranui youth group called Ranui 135 and feature a ‘Keep Ranui Fresh’ logo (above). Birdwood school perform their rap song at a community planting day.





27

2006
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Birdwood School Rap
The idea for a Project Twin Streams inspired rap song 
grew out of a brainstorming session with students from 
the school’s Maori unit. 

Students collaborated on the lyrics of the song and later 
recorded it in a converted school cupboard which 
doubled as a makeshift recording studio. To reinforce 
the Project Twin Streams connection, students attended 
a local Community Planting Day. Seemingly disengaged 
students grew very protective of “their plants” as a 
result of this exercise.

This song, which was subsequently performed at a 
Ranui-Massey planting day and formed the subject  
of a music video project by Auckland University of 
Technology (AUT) students, proves the value in finding 
the right creative outlet for the diverse participants in 
Project Twin Streams creative engagement.



29Rap song video is made by students from AUT.
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32 Local graffiti artist Dan Tippits helped students create a mural depicting a healthy stream



33Children from Freyberg Community school engage with the stream through making dioramas.



34 Students from Flanshaw Road primary school created a book that was launched at Storyfest which features pastel artworks and quotes from children.



35Sample pages and artworks from the Our Place book which was subsequently launched at StoryFest.



36 Te Ata, a mental health support group, engaged in various creative activities including screen printing ceramic tile painting, photography and mixed media works.



37Te Ata created a sign to mark their adopted area of the Opanuku Stream.



38 Each child in the school made a tile for this mural which depicts nikau palms and twin streams. 



39This mural was a collaboration between Birdwood school and St Dominics College Year 10 art students.



40 Community Waitakere, Waipareira Trust, Te Rito, Kaupapa Maori Day programme, Te Ukaipo and the Pacific Mamas created a fabric eel.
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42 This Giant Kokopu now hangs at the Massey Community Centre.



43Arts activities at the Ranui-Massey (left) and Opanuku (right) community planting days.
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2007
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Moana the Eel
A 10 metre long eel sculpture found a new home at the 
Waitakere Pacific Arts and Culture Centre located at 
the Corban Estate Art Centre on the Opanuku Stream. 
The eel was created from recycled materials and mosaic 
tiles designed and made by local community groups.

A repurposed steel frame, used as the base for the 
sculpture, was found at the Corban Estate after being 
left by a previous artist. Carved stone from the old 
Henderson Town Hall, which was also found nearby, 
forms one of three seats incorporated into the eel. An 
old tramline track has also been put to good use by the 
artist Bruce Courtney who helped to create the base of 
the sculpture.

Three hundred Maori and Pacific Island tiles were 
designed and made by five local groups; Liston College, 
Henderson High School, Mother of Divine Mercy 
Community Group, Beautiful Daughters (a group of 
young women from alternative education provider Mary 
MacKillop Centre) and the Pacific Mamas.



47Pacific Mamas performing at the blessing ceremony of Moana the eel.



48 Pupils from Henderson High School and Liston College create tiles to adorn the eel sculpture.



49Artists create the eel using a recycled frame abandoned at Corban Estate Arts Centre.
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52 The Project Twin Streams Cycleway launch featured a special performance of Sina and her Tuna by students from Glen Eden intermediate school.

Photo by Tessa Crisp.



53As well as the drama production, there were a number of other art activities at the launch.



54 The Glen Eden Celebration Arts Performance was an opportunity for young people to express their vision for the stream through dance, drama and song.



55Children from Glen Eden primary school had a drama workshop with John Gouge as part of their preparation for their Glen Eden Celebration Arts Performance.



56 Every student from Flanshaw Road primary school was involved in a Project Twin Streams themed production they wrote themselves.



57The children made the costumes themselves, which also featured in Trash to Fashion.



58 Year 12 outdoor education students from Henderson High School created these tiled posts.
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60 Community Planting Kaurilands Reserve.
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Swanson Stream.

Opanuko Stream Matariki.



62 The stream fairy keeps children entertained at community planting days and other events in her specially created costume.



63Pupils from Henderson South primary school worked with artists Ebony Waru and Mandy Patmore to create this mural with a ‘before and after’ theme.
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2008
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Art Exhibition Awards
The inaugural Project Twin Streams Awards, a sponsored 
category in the long running Waitakere Trust Art 
Awards, provided an opportunity for artists to showcase 
their knowledge of the project through both painting 
and sculpture. 

The awards attracted entries by over 40 artists who 
explored Project Twin Streams themes through a 
diverse range of media and mediums. There were a 
number of different interpretations of the themes and 
ideals of the project.

Ann Uerata, winner of the sculture category had been 
involved with restoration on the Opanuku Stream for 
over a year and a half prior to the awards. Ann’s work 
Waka Kura mo nga tangata focused on the idea of 
Project Twin Streams being a carer for the health and 
environment of the community. This was symbolised 
through the use of a traditional Moses basket, woven  
by Ann, and a mattress screen printed with the Project’s 
logo and aim.

Laingholm School’s Art teacher Rachel Bebbington 
Sheary impressed the judges with her work, Rivercarers3, 
which reflect on the beauty of the community coming 
together to both nurture a community space and to 
enjoy it. Rachel explored the symbiotic relationship 
between trees and people in her winning painting entry.
Project Twin Streams secured funding for seven prizes 
valued at over $3000.
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70 Rachel Bebbington Sheary won first Prize in the painting category for 'Rivercarers 3' Henriata Nicholas won second prize in the painting category



71Ann Uerata won first prize in the sculpture category for her woven Moses (Waka) basket Linda Mills won second price in the sculpture category



72 Students from Holy Cross school studied the fantail, eel and gecko before creating a mural about each.
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76 Sunnyvale primary school mural.
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78 This exhibition, at Lopdell House Gallery in Titirangi, featured artworks from pupils at Konini, Green Bay and Kaurilands primary schools.
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80 Oratia youth group, the Young Believers, wrote and recorded a rap song called 'No time to Borrow' as a call to action for stream health.



81St Dominics College collaborated with Western Heights primary school to create a mural celebrating the Opanuku Stream.



82 Children drew and wrote about their dream stream as part of eco-day celebrations (left) and children engage in eel mosaics at a Henderson creek community planting day (right).



83Visitors created art and also sculptures from junk at the Project Twin Streams stand at the ’Clean-Up Henderson Creek‘ day.





85

2009
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Te Herenga Tangata Sculpture 
at Urlich reserve

After two years of dedicated work by the Ranui-Massey 
community, Project Twin Streams’ most ambitious art 
project was unveiled in June 2009.

Te Herenga Tangata, a 4.75 meter sculpture which 
stands in Urlich Reserve in Ranui, incorporates and 
celebrates the traditional designs and motifs of the  
local Maori, Croatian and Pacific Island communities.  
Te Herenga Tangata fittingly means ‘Unity of Nations’.

Mosaic workshops were held at the Ranui Community 
Centre to make the Croatian components.



87Te Herenga Tangata.
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Liston College students made the mosaic panels depicting flax.

Agape Homecare created the mosaic of hearts and kauri leaves.



89Engineers Industry Training created the Kereru (wood pigeon) which sits at the top of the sculpture.



90 Mosaic workshops were held at the Ranui Community Centre to make the Croatian components.



91The Maori, Croatian and Pacific Island communities in Ranui and Massey created this scupture as an identity marker for their adopted area of stream bank along Swanson stream.
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Song Quest
Held in August 2009, the Song Quest competition 
invited students 18 and under to write a song inspired 
by Project Twin Streams. The brief was to create  
music which would in turn encourage people to make  
a positive change and create a better future for the 
enviornment.

Project Twin Streams Arts Coordinator Mandy Patmore 
saw the Song Quest as an opportunity to reach new 
members of the community with this innovative approach, 
an ambition that also stood out for the judges at the 
2009 ARC Sustainable Environment Awards, where the 
project was one of five finalists in the Youth Category.

The call was answered by some 27 individual musicians 
and bands, a number whittled down to a core group  
of 13 finalists after a challenging audition process.

A crowd of over 400 people turned up to see the bands 
battle it out at Zeal Global Café in Henderson for the 
final performance night in August 09. The judging panel 
was made up of Andrew Fagan, former Mocker, Ben 
Collier from Goldenhorse, Dei Hamo, a leading hip hop 
artist and Jess Clark from Project Twin Streams.  

Finalists ranged from the sweet sounds of ukulele 
strummers, through to a heavy metal band and 
virtually everything in between.

An independent film-maker, Ben McAlister documented 
the Song Quest from the auditions through to the  
finals and beyond. As well as capturing the event  
“Songs to Save our Streams” also shows how the 
competitors’ understanding and interest in the various 
environmental issues facing our streams, shifted and 
deepened through the competition.
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Photo by Paul Shepherd.

Photo by Paul Shepherd.
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Treasures of our Stream
An initial ideas session with students from Henderson 
Primary School revealed a wish to create an artwork 
that would be seen by people walking to the mall that 
reflected the school’s streamside location. 

This evolved into the Treasures of our Stream mural 
which is made up of some 350 painted fish which 
reflect the individual ideas of those students involved. 
The Waipairera Trust kindergarten was also involved  
in painting the fish.

The mural is attached to a fence beside the school and 
since its installation has become a true local landmark 
of the area.

Henderson primary school and Te Rito Family Services collaborated to paint 350 colourful fish which now adorn the fence outside Henderson primary.
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98 Environmental Art Workshops at Corban Estate Art Centre.
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100 St Dominics students partnered with children from Swanson primary school to create this stream mural at the front of Swanson school.



101The Parekura unit at Henderson high school created six mosaic pavers. They depict native flora and mark their adopted area on the Opanuku Stream.



102 Waitakere writers collaborated to create a book which tells stories from the Opanuku Stream.



103Students from St Dominics College were mentored by a professional photographer and their work was exhibited as part of the Auckland Festival of Photography, 
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2010
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Adobe Wall
A pile of old bricks dug up by Project Twin Streams Arts 
Coordinator Kristin Kell at a community planting day on 
the Opanuku stream in late 2009 was the starting point 
for the 56 metre Adobe wall constructed the following 
year at Henderson Valley School. Further inspiration for 
the project came from the work of visionary artist 
Fredrick Hundertwasser, the Austrian artist famous for 
the toilet block in Kawakawa.

The wall, which now partially encloses the school’s 
Native Tree Identification garden, was constructed over  
a manic 10-day period in the October 2010 school 
holidays. Derek March Project Twin Streams Opanuku 
Coordinator, Kristin Kell and Gunter Andrasca worked 
10 hour days over the 10 day period to bring the project 
to fruition. Much of the man and woman power came 
from the Walsh Trust, who have an adopted area 
nearby, and they worked for four consecutive days and 
were assisted by members of the local school 
community and pupils.

Students also had an active role in the project design. 
They researched geographical features of the local land- 
scape, flora and fauna and Maori stories around the stream.

The wall incorporates the recycled bricks found on the 
community planting site and recycled concrete from  
a small building recently removed from the school 
grounds. Recycled bottles brought in by the children  
and ceramic feathers made by the pupils as a stream-
side arts activity were also incorporated. The ceramic 
feathers reference the story of the kidnapping of the 
Maori chief ’s wife Panuku – a story which is very 
pertinent to the school as the steep track her kidnappers 
took is behind the school. Also included is a selection of 
coins from each culture represented in the current 
school roll.

As construction got underway, it was nerve-wracking  
for Kristin to not know how much community input and 
involvement she would have over the construction 
period. Many people stayed and got involved for a few 
hours when they dropped their children off and on the 
second to last day there was a big community turnout.

“All the blood, sweat and tears were worth it in the 
end … seeing such a great outcome for the school as a 
result of the local community spirit was just fantastic. 
A real highlight for me was seeing the children climb all 
over the wall after the unveiling,” says Kristin
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110 Lucinda Place. Five local primary schools collaborated to create this huge mural.

Lucinda Place Mural
The Lucinda Place Community Orchard mural drew on 
the artistic talents of around one hundred children from 
across five West Auckland Primary Schools. 

The students worked together to create a 12 metre long 
art work that celebrates the success of the orchard and 
the sense of community it fosters. Commitment to 
maintaining the local environment is another key theme 
in the children’s work.

The orchard has transformed a previously residential 
area that sits within the Waikumete Stream’s natural 
flood plain. The fruit trees provided inspiration for the 
vibrant mural which spells out letters in the shape of 
fruit, vegetables, plants and animals. 

The children wanted massive birds, insects and water 
creatures on the mural making the point that these 
creatures lived in our environment and were important.



111The mural marks the entrance to the community orchard on land purchased for Project Twin Streams.



112 Concrete sculpture modelling project Flanshaw Road primary school.



113Local teachers were offered a taster of what is offered during the school term at the Learning Experiences Outside the Classroom workshop as part of Corban Estate Education Programme partnership with PTS.



114 Going with the Flow was a Sunderland School PTS learning partnership project.



115The book captures explorations in technology, art and science which have engaged the students in learning about their stream.



116 This art post (left) was designed and made by students at Sunnyvale primary school. This mosaic art post (right) marks Holy Cross school's adopted area on the Waikumete Stream.



117Cranwell Park Early Childhood Centre made ceramic eels and mosaics that were installed on a fallen log in their adopted area.
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119Waitakere Painters on Canvas Project. The finished works are displayed at Walsh Trust in Henderson.
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West City Mural
Arts co-ordinator Mandy Patmore began work on 
Waitakeres largest community arts project to date. 
Following a design process which involved five schools,  
two community groups, Westfield management, and the 
PTS team, plans for a 27 metre long collaborative 
artwork were finalised. The artwork will be displayed on 
the exterior wall of Westfield Westcity alongside  
the Oratia Stream.

Workshops began in schools and community venues, 
and included a hugely successful two-day workshop held 
in the centre, which saw the public paint over 400 
ceramic fish. Participants also learned about some of our 
native fish and weta from visiting experts.
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122 Participants in the Westfield WestCity Mural Community Open Days, create their part of this mural which is due to reach completion in October 2011.
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www.projecttwinstreams.com
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